February 12, 2003

President's Commission

    on the United States Postal Service

1120 Vermont Avenue, NW, Suite 971

Washington, DC 20005

Dear Commissioners,

When the U.S. Postal Service avoids devastating postal rate increases for 

independent periodicals, it is preserving the flow of information and ideas 

essential to democracy. That's why I have no hesitancy in pleading for the 

lowest possible rates for publications with high editorial content but low 

income from advertising.

Our world—indeed, our nation—seldom, if ever, has needed responsible 

independent publications more than now. That we do not all think alike is a 

good thing, but without acccessible print journals diverse views could not be 

exchanged freely and regularly.

Frankly, during the past year, as I have struggled against a Postal Service 

bureaucracy that seems determined to prevent our new publication from 

receiving periodical privileges, I have had to keep reminding myself that the 

postal system is a marvelous utility. My impression at times has been that a 

continuously circulating memo (a computer screen saver?) reminds employees 

not to extend periodical privileges to even one more magazine.

But the larger issue is the preservation of publications that improve the 

chances of democracy. Please speak a loud, clear word for rates low enough 

that those of us with low circulations but content that deserves to be 

considered can stay alive.

Cordially,

James C. Suggs

President and Publisher

DisciplesWorld magazine

P.O. Box 11469, Indianapolils, IN 46201-0469

